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Fourth Sunday of Great Lent
The synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel
Stephen the Confessor, Abbot of Triglia

**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great**

Tone 8 / Eothinon 8

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy (10:30 AM)

Sunday Epistle Reader: Doris Shaheen

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three day burial,

that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL IN TONE FOUR
Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the unworthy, importune and beseech thee that by
thy supplications thou encircle us in the shelter of the wings of thine immaterial glory; guarding us who
now fall down and cry to thee with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as the great marshal of the
heavenly hosts on high.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George;
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT IN TONE EIGHT
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me
from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all
forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent)

The Lord will give strength to His people. The Lord will bless His people with peace.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)

Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom to swear, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently
endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by one greater than themselves, and in all their disputes
an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that through two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:16-30)
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my son to

you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds
his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?
Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his
father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire
and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus
said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the
child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd
came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command
you, come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by
the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples asked Him
privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by
anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would
not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third
day.”

THE SYNAXARION
On March 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave of the feast of the Annunciation to the
Most-holy Theotokos, and we celebrate the Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel, which hath been handed
down to us from the most ancient times, since he ministered unto the divine, supernal and ineffable
Mystery.

Verses
O Word, with fitting honor doth all flesh honor



The fleshless mind who announced Thine Incarnation.
On the twenty-sixth Gabriel rouseth creation to hymns.

The Archangel Gabriel is the announcer of the Incarnation of the Son of God and the salvation of
mankind. He appeared to Zacharias about the birth of the Forerunner. Gabriel said of himself, “I am
Gabriel, who stands before God” (Luke 1:19). His name Gabriel means “Man-God.” The Holy Fathers, in
speaking about the Annunciation, interpret that an archangel with such a name was sent to signify who and
what Jesus Christ would be like, fully man and fully God, who must be born of the All-pure Theotokos.
Some of the Fathers understood that this same Gabriel appeared to Joachim and Anna concerning the
birth of the Virgin Mary, and that Gabriel instructed Moses in the wilderness to write the Book of Genesis.
The Holy Fathers of the Church rank the Archangel Gabriel in the Seraphic Order which stands closest to
God.

On this day, we also commemorate Stephen the Confessor, abbot of Triglia. By the intercessions of
Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

UPCOMING FEAST DAY – SAVE THE DATE!
On March 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Annunciation to our Most Holy Lady the
Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary. On the twenty-fifth the Angel spake of joy unto Mary. When the
All-Holy Virgin was entering her fifteenth year, after having spent eleven years of living and serving in the
Temple of Jerusalem, the priests informed her that, according to the Law, she could not remain in the
Temple but must be betrothed and enter into marriage. The All-Holy Virgin surprised the priests when she
told them that she had dedicated her life to God and that she desired to remain a virgin until death. Then,
Zacharias, the high priest and father of the Forerunner, under the inspiration of God, betrothed the Virgin
Mary to Joseph of Nazareth to preserve her virginity and to care for her. When the fullness of time had
come, as prophesied by Daniel the Prophet, and when God was pleased to fulfill His promise to the
banished Adam and to the Prophets, the Archangel Gabriel appeared in the chamber of the All-Holy
Virgin. As some priestly writers wrote, precisely at that same moment when she held open the book of the
Prophet Isaiah and was contemplating his great prophecy: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear
a son! (7:13)” Gabriel appeared in all of his angelic brightness and saluted her: “Rejoice, highly favored
one! The Lord is with thee,” and the rest in order as it is written in the Gospel of Luke. This annunciation
and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Virgin, leading to the incarnation of our Lord, began the
salvation of mankind and restoration of all creation.

St. George Church will observe the Annunciation to our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever-virgin
Mary on Saturday, March 25 with Orthros at 9:15 am, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy (10:30 am).

ORTHROS SERVICE BOOKLET:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2025%20ORTHROS.pdf

GUIDE FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY SERVICE:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2025%20READ.pdf

Please note for Orthros, please turn to page 44 in the Red Service Book, and to
page 91 to follow along with the Divine Liturgy.

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2025%20ORTHROS.pdf


HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY:

For the health of Jamie Isaac and family. Happy, Blessed Birthday Salma
Isaac, March 28 and Nia Isaac, March 29th

Martin and Sharon Madsen in honor of Alex and Sebastian's birthday, and for the
good health of all the Madsen, Borschow, Davis and Miller families.

On Saturday, March 25, anonymously for the health of Fr. Fadi, Rev. Dcn.
Michael and the St. George parishioners.

On Sunday, March 12, Zena Esper offered Holy Bread for the health of her brother Elie and Walla,
Bernadette, and Joyce.

Paul and Laila Ferris will offer the Holy Bread which is used for the Eucharist on Wednesday’s
Presanctified Divine Liturgies in memory of Peter and Skee Rizk, Tom and Regina Jacobs, as well as for
the health of the Rizk, Ferris, Cass, Samore, Al-Hanna, and Nasser families.

ARCHDIOCESE DUES
Fred & George Haddad

DONATIONS
Denise Z. Acuña: Toward the weekly church bulletin.
Martha Shaheen and family: In memory of Martha Esper’s 3 year Anniversary and for the health of the
family.

JEAN MARC SALLOUM FUND
Maher & Jeannette Aldeghlawi

Vanessa Salloum

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND
Blanca Anaipkaos
Tony Dayoub Mathew J. Ponton
Liza Dayoub Warren T. & Carmen M. Reeves
Laila Ferris Drs. Hasan & Maha Salloum
Bryan & Annette Haddad Mikhael Salloum
Esperanza Lozano Michel & Antwanette Shaghoury
Calos & Julia Pino Nabil & Doris Shaheen
Sada Vaughan Dalal Young



THANK YOU
A warm thank you to Fr. Fadi who provided his new hand cross, which was gifted to him by the Parish
Council on his Ph.D. graduation, for the Sunday of the Veneration of the Precious and Life-Giving, and to
the Sifuentes family for the roses and laurel (bay) leaves to decorate the Holy Cross.

A congratulations to Dr. Raed Aldouri and Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes, who were nominated and elected
as members of the Board of Trustees for AHOS on March 20, 2023.

Earthquake Relief Appeal from His Eminence Metropolitan ANTONIOS
Dear St. George parishioners, you also have the option to write a check made to St. George Church and
earmarked 'Earthquake Relief Appeal'. The Parish Council Treasurer, Tony Dayoub, will forward a check
each week to the Archdiocese Office throughout the month, OR you can contribute online
at: antiochian.org/earthquake.

Thank you for your help in ministering to our suffering brothers and sisters overseas.



                                     
Please join us after church in the small conference room in the Summit Hall. 

During Ladies Month, March, the Ladies will sponsor the Coffee Hour. On Sunday, March 26,
refreshments will be provided by Jameelie Dayoub, Zayna Heredia, Jamie Isaac, Adriana Anzaldo

On Sunday, March 19, refreshments were provided by Heidi Baine, Ashlyn Myers, Patricia Borschow,
Maria Salom, & Odette Shaheen.

The Parish Council has made available a sign-up board for anyone interested in hosting a Sunday Coffee
Hour for the MONTH OF APRIL. The sign-up board is located in the small conference room in the
Summit Hall.

If you have any questions, please contact any Parish Council member. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday students should be present at 9:25 AM to be with Fr. Fadi for the opening prayers.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023 – 20 students
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen

Zyla Aldouri & Knight Joudi
Grades Kinder/1st Jehan Al-Hanna

Georgia Comerci & Christina Sarah
Grades 2/3 Geoffrey Borschow

Andi Comerci, Dani Comerci, Caleb Crawford,
Melat Henok & Kington Joudi

Grades 4/5 Patricia Borschow
Majd Al Dayoub & Melaina Horton

Grades 6/7 Allen Borschow
Elias Al Dayoub, Rth Henok, Annabell Horton, Nia Isaac &
Sofia Meza

Grades 8-12 Jameelie Dayoub
Naomi Henok, Andrea Meza, Anthony Meza & Sami Odeh

Sunday School Director Laila Ferris
Special Projects Jaclyn Ferris
Staff Assistant James Shaheen, Sr.



LADIES MONTH FOR MARCH
Each year the Antiochian Archdiocese’s recognizes our ladies for their love and dedication to the church
with Ladies Month in March. Here is the remaining schedule for March:

Saturday, March 25, 2023 (The Annunciation of the Theotokos)
Epistle: Jameelie Dayoub

Sunday, March 26, 2023
Epistle: Doris Shaheen
Message: Jamie Isaac
Refreshments: Jameelie Dayoub, Zayna Heredia, Jamie Isaac, Adriana Anzaldo

The Ladies will have a Palm Sunday Luncheon and Bake sale after Liturgy on April 9 to earn money to buy
Altar boy robes.  The menu is Pasta Marinara, Fish, Green Beans, Salad and Dessert.

Ticket prices are $20 for adults and $10 for children under 10. To reserve your tickets contact Jameelie
Dayoub at (915) 497-5582 (phone or text) or email jameelie@aol.com; or contact Jamie Isaac at
(915) 276-3436.

The ladies are baking Butter Bread on Saturday, April 1. So, please contact Jameelie if you would like to
order Butter Bread before it sells out. We will also have Baklawa, Apricot Mammoul, Date Mammoul,
Pecan
Simbosic, Biscotti, Lemon Lenten Cake, Namora, Rum cake and other items baked by our very talented
Ladies. Please contact Jameelie Dayoub, if you would like to preorder. Thank you.

mailto:jameelie@aol.com


DONATE FOR PALMS & FLOWERS

Donations received will be used to buy palms for Palm Sunday and flowers to decorate the
Bier for Great Friday, and lilies for Pascha. Please donate in the health of your family or in
memory of a loved one. The St. George Ladies Society is coordinating this wonderful
project. Please make the check payable to the St. George Ladies Society. In the purpose line
indicate ‘Donation for Palms & Flowers’. Thank you for your gift of love.

THE ADULT GROUP…..

HAVING FATHR FADI AS HOST, PASTOR AND MENTOR.........
It is a joy to spend time in a spiritually charged atmosphere with fellow Orthodox brothers and sisters as
we take a short break to learn about the riches of our faith.   The Orthodox Faith we share is an
unfathomable treasure so deep and so rich we can never plumb its depths.  So, it is a privilege to be able to
freely learn and share.

This past week, we began to explore the meaning and significance of the Services on the Saturdays and
Sundays of the Great Lent.  On Saturday, the 25th of March at 2:00pm we plan to finish those discussions
and to look at the Orthodox mystery of time.  Why does the Church put all our commemorations in the
present tense?  Come and see!  We meet at Father Fadi's home - 6745 El Parque; Saturday; 2:00 PM 

Here's a link to the outline for nest Sat.

ADULTS Chpt 4 last

UNIQUE ENCOUNTER FOR ANTIOCHIAN YOUNG ADULTS FROM
NORTH AMERICA AND MIDDLE EAST

The Patriarchate of Antioch, Suprasl: A World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth and the Orthodox Vision
Foundation have teamed up to host a unique event this summer, August 6-12, 2023, that will bring
together Antiochian Orthodox Christian young adults (ages 18-30) from North America, Lebanon and
Syria for a week of prayer, encounter, learning and fellowship.

https://1drv.ms/w/s!Ahohw-RvbvYEviyqZHF6RyO8VAtS?e=aHL0jO


For further details and application refer to the attached notice in the church bulletin email.

ST GEORGE ICON PROJECT
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and
worship. The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they
help us to focus on the divine things.

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family,
please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Church, earmarked
Icon Project Donation.

ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR THIS WEEKEND
Please use these links to follow along during the liturgical services or print:

SATURDAY VESPERS:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2025%202023%20VESP.pdf

SUNDAY ORTHROS:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2026%202023%20ORTHRO
S.pdf

SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Mar%2026%202023%20READ.pdf

MAIN LITURGICAL RESOURCE PAGE FOR DAILY LITURGICAL TEXT:
https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday

CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973.780.0221

https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday


Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com

Or
Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at:

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511 Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the
visits or in case of any emergency at any time at 973.780.0221.

Confessions: By appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat. PLEASE contact Fr. Fadi one day in advance for an
appointment.

mailto:fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


ST. GEORGE CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

ST GEORGE CHURCH 2023 PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
Chairman: Laila Ferris Secretary: Sharon Madsen
Vice Chair: Dr. Hassan Salloum Treasurer: Tony Dayoub
Members: Allen Borschow Dr. Daniel Crawford

Dr. Sandra Edwards Bryan Haddad
Nabil Shaheen

LADIES SOCIETY 2022-23 OFFICERS
President: Jameelie Dayoub Treasurer: Jamie Isaac
Vice President: Lauren Ferris-Cass Secretary: Patricia Borschow

Correspondence: Doris Shaheen

ST. GEORGE MEN’S SOCIETY 2022-23 OFFICERS
President: Bryan Haddad Treasurer: Allen Borschow
Vice President: Dr. Daniel Crawford Secretary: James Shaheen, Jr.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School Director: Laila Ferris
Special Projects: Jaclyn Ferris
Staff Assistant : James Shaheen, Sr.

CHOIR
Director: Zayna Shaheen Heredia
Assistant Director: Gregory Baine
Assistant Director: Jameelie Dayoub

THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH
Coordinator: Jamie Isaac

TEEN SOYO 2022-23 OFFICERS
President: Andrew Crawford Treasurer: Christiana Crawford
Vice President: Sami Odeh Secretary: Kendall Olivas

Teen Advisor: Paul Ferris Jr.



LENT SERVICES SCHEDULE
Please note, Rev. Dcn. Michael will each Sunday email you the links to the service booklets for the week’s
following services:

1)-Monday Compline Service on the Week of Great Lent

2)-Wednesday’s Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts Celebrated on the Week of Great Lent.
&
3)-Friday’s Office of Little Compline with the Akathist Canon and Hymn (As served on the first four
Fridays of Great Lent).

SERVICE DATE TIME

Great Compline
Monday, March 20
(4th Mon. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.

Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, March 22

(4th Wed. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.
Great Vespers for the
Annunciation to the
Most-Holy Theotokos

Friday, March 24 6:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom for the
Annunciation to the
Most-Holy Theotokos

Saturday, March 25 9:15 A.M. Matins

10:30 A.M. Liturgy

Great Compline
Monday, March 27
(5th Mon. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.

Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, March 29

(5th Wed. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.
Little Compline with ALL
Akathist (5th Friday)

Friday, March 31
(5th Fri. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.

Great Compline
Monday, April 3

(6th Mon. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.

Presanctified Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, April 5
(6th Wed. of Lent) 6:00 P.M.

Little Compline with the
Canon of the Raising of
Lazarus

Friday, April 7 6:00 P.M.



ST. GEORGE CHURCH RESOURCE PAGE

CHURCH ETIQUTTE – MOST HELPFUL!
The attached web site is guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This
guide is also meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that
there are different traditions even among the Orthodox faithful. We come to church to pray and
worship God above all else, and that should be our only focus.
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf

CHURCH ETIQUETTE FOR CHILDREN
Christ said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matthew 19:14).

It is possible for young children to remain in church throughout a service if they are taught to be
quiet and respectful. If your child cries or makes excessive noise, consider removing them until
they calm down. We have a cry room for those who are too small to be quiet throughout the whole
Liturgy, where you can still participate in and watch the service. Please be respectful to those
around you if your child becomes fussy or out of control and remove him from the nave of the
church quickly.

Try not to bring snacks for children older than 18 months. If a very young child needs a snack,
please clear away any leftover pieces. However, the child should not have anything in his/her
mouth when they come to Holy Communion. It is not acceptable at any time to chew gum in
church.

It is never appropriate to allow a child to run down the aisles, play loudly, or carry toys that make
noise. Eventually, children will be able to spend longer times in the Liturgy. That is where they
should be but remember the reason for coming to church is to pray and worship.

Plan to have your children use the restroom and get a drink before church begins, and don’t allow
them to come and go continually. Teach them that they are visiting God’s very special house, and
they will need to have very special manners there.

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for the weekly Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn.
Michael at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.

CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION
Just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file in the church’s Breeze System,
we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the Church
Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. I will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those
who have contacted me. Thank you for your cooperation.

NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED DURING DIVINE LITURGY
If you want names of the living and/or departed remembered at Sunday morning’s Proskomedie
and the Great Entrance during Divine Liturgy, PLEASE email the names to Rev. Dcn. Michael by
Saturday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org . Names will not be accepted on Sunday.

HOLY BREAD OFFERING

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
mailto:fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


If you plan to offer Holy Bread on Sunday for your health and your loved ones, or in memory of a
departed one, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the Narthex of the
church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it
placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary
arrangements for the Holy Bread.

MEMORIAL SERVICES ON SUNDAYS
Death alters but does not destroy the bond of love and faith which exists among all the members
of the Church. Orthodoxy believes that through our prayers, those "who have fallen asleep in the
faith and the hope of the Resurrection" continue to have opportunity to grow closer to God.
Therefore, the Church prays constantly for her members who have died in Christ. We place our
trust in the love of God and the power of mutual love and forgiveness. We pray that God will
forgive the sins of the faithful departed, and that He will receive them into the company of Saints
in the heavenly Kingdom.

If you plan to offer a Memorial Service on Sunday for a departed one, please email Rev. Dcn.
Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the coming week’s
Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the arrangements for the Holy
Bread.

Please note that in addition to offering Holy Bread for the Memorial Service it is traditional to
offer a Memorial Wheat dish (boiled wheat) named Sliha in Syria and Kolyva in Greece which is
distributed to the parishioners as part of the 40 days Memorial Service. It symbolizes everlasting
life and is based on scripture, which reads: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it dies, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (JN 12:24) The
40-day memorial mark is significant because it represents when Jesus rose from the dead and
ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of his Father.

Let Rev. Dcn. Michael know if you’ll want arrangements made for the Memorial Wheat dish.

Memorial Services occur on the 3 days, 9 days, 40 days after death, and 1 year anniversary of the
death, and on Saturday of the Souls set aside throughout the Church Year.
Memorial Services are not held:
1. From the Saturday of Lazarus to and including St. Thomas Sunday.
2. Any Great Feast of our Lord: Christmas, Epiphany, Pascha, Transfiguration, etc.
3. Any Great Feast of the Theotokos: Annunciation, Dormition, etc.

Please note that it is customary to discreetly present the Priest with an envelope containing an
honorarium for conducting the Memorial Service.

DOME LIGHTING
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the
church to see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request
to schedule a 'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday



at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when
the dome is to be lit. There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check
to St. George Antiochian Church. You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the
church’s mailbox, located in the office entrance.

THE EASTERM ORTHODOX FAITH RESOURCE PAGE

mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


RECOMMENDED READINGS ON THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH
The following are handbooks designed for use by those desiring to embrace Eastern Orthodoxy.
However, there is nothing more important but to come and see by attending the Vespers and the
Divine Liturgy services.

The Orthodox Faith, Worship, and Life (Orthodox Catechism: An Outline) by Hieromonk
Gregorios, Cell of St. John the Theologian, Koutloumousiou Monastery, Mt. Athos

Introducing the Orthodox Church its Faith and Life by Anthony M. Coniaris, 23rd printing
Study Guide for Introducing the Orthodox Church by Anthony Coniaris and Ketty Kizilos

WHAT IS THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH?
What is the Orthodox Church? Can anyone go to an Orthodox Church? Fr. Andrew Stephen
Damick, Chief Content Officer of Ancient Faith Ministries, takes two minutes to answer some
common questions and talk about the purpose of the Eastern Orthodox Church.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95P744siC7U&t=4s

DISCOVER EASTERN ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY
A wonderful online resource provided by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church on:
-What is the Orthodox Church, and,
-What Orthodox Christians believe.
Click on the following link:
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Also visit:
https://stgeorge-elpaso.org/about_orthodoxy

https://www.ancientfaith.com

THE FUNDAMENTAL TEACHINGS OF THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH
An explanation of the Fundamental Teachings of the Eastern Orthodox Church by Rev. George
Mastrantonis.
The Fundamental Teachings of the Eastern Orthodox Church - Introduction to Orthodoxy
Articles - Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America (goarch.org)

FIRST VISIT TO AN ORTHODOX CHURCH: Twelve Things I Wish I'd Known
A very informative article is provided by Frederica Mathewes-Green in the following link:
http://ww1.antiochian.org/content/first-visit-orthodox-church-twelve-things-i-wish-id-known

INTRODUCTION TO THE DIVINE LITURGY
A very informative article is provided by Fr. Thomas Hopko in the following link:
Introduction to The Divine Liturgy | Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

An Overview of the Orthodox Divine Liturgy is provided by Frederica Mathewes-Green in the
following link:
An Overview of the Orthodox Divine Liturgy - Bing video

ORDER OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Discover%20Orthodox%20Christianity
https://stgeorge-elpaso.org/about_orthodoxy
https://www.ancientfaith.com
https://www.goarch.org/-/the-fundamental-teachings-of-the-eastern-orthodox-church
https://www.goarch.org/-/the-fundamental-teachings-of-the-eastern-orthodox-church
http://ww1.antiochian.org/content/first-visit-orthodox-church-twelve-things-i-wish-id-known
http://ww1.antiochian.org/introduction-divine-liturgy
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=federica+green+on+orthodoxy+divine+liturgy&&view=detail&mid=279E77565E364144CDD9279E77565E364144CDD9&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dfederica%2520green%2520on%2520orthodoxy%2520divine%2520liturgy%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26lq%3D0%26pq%3Dfederica%2520green%2520on%2520orthodoxy%2520divine%2520liturgy%26sc%3D5-42%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DF905BD010831405DACBD96DE6203BCB2%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0%26ghpl%3D


A very informational site is provided by St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Greenville, SC.,
in the following link:
Order of the Divine Liturgy (orthodoxprayer.org)

INTRODUCTION TO THE VESPERS SERVICE
An Overview of the Orthodox Vespers Service is provided by Frederica Mathewes-Green in the following
link:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=maria+greene+on+orthodox+vespers&&view=detail&
mid=AD617593AB2A4F8D09C4AD617593AB2A4F8D09C4&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos
%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmaria%2Bgreene%2Bon%2Borthodox%2Bvespers%26FORM%3DHDRSC4

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND OTHER
DENOMINATIONS

Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick lists 5 differences for the following:

The Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church.
5 Differences Between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church - YouTube

The Eastern Orthodoxy and Evangelicalism
5 Differences Between Orthodoxy and Evangelicalism - YouTube

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ORTHODOX AND PROTESTANTS
Why Would a Protestant Christian Convert to Eastern Orthodox Christianity?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyfTgqjBZy4

5 MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick comments on 5 misconceptions people often have of the Eastern
Orthodox Church.
5 Misconceptions About the Orthodox Church - YouTube

ORTHODOX PRAYERS
A prayer section was added on Antiochian.org. The section is linked on the Archdiocese website's
homepage "Worship & Devotion" sidebar and in the footer navigation and is available across all
devices. This means that the most popular sections of A Pocket Prayer Book, the well-loved
Antiochian Archdiocese spiritual resource affectionately known as "The Little Red Prayer Book,"
are now readily available on the following link:
https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Orthodox%20Prayers

ONLINE ORTHODOX STORES
Below are some online stores that have a large selection of traditional Orthodox religious items
and books on the Eastern Orthodox faith.

Ancient Faith Store: https://store.ancientfaith.com/
Antiochian Village Store: https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
Holy Trinity Store: https://www.holytrinitystore.com/
Monastery Icons: https://www.MonasteryIcons.com/
Eight Day Books: https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/
Alpha Omega Church Supplies: Alpha Omega Church Supplies Orthodox Ecclesiastical Art
Vestments Icons

https://www.orthodoxprayer.org/Divine_Liturgy/Divine%20Liturgy-Order%20of%20Service.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qdr7u6IP6sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MzWnO1VfvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKWS1-cHenc
https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Orthodox%20Prayers
https://store.ancientfaith.com/
https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/
http://www.alphaomegachurchsupplies.com/home.php
http://www.alphaomegachurchsupplies.com/home.php

